The Scarlet Letter

* Chapter 12
— 7 years have passed 117, 126
— Scaffold at midnight 117
— Setting and Mood
—Link of remorse and cowardice 118

—What does Dimmesdale do? And who
responds? Who doesn’t respond? 119-120
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The Scarlet Letter

Who greets Dimmesdale?

What won’t Dimmesdale do?

Look at Hawthorne’s take on eschatology 122
What appears in sky? 123

Who appears on ground? 123

Dimmesdale’s sermon and Black Glove 124
What does A stand for now?



The Scarlet Letter
* Chapter 13
— Discussion of hate and love 126

—What is town’s take on Hester? What is her

transformation? What does A stand for
now? 127

— Discussion of public 127
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Describe Hester’s appearance 128

Interesting thought on true rebellious thought
and quiet external appearance 129

Questions birth of child, why? 129

What does Hester resolve to do? 130

Chapter 14

—What is council debating about Hester? 132
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* Physiognomy of Roger 132
—Hate = Unhappiness
—He blames Hester for his state

* Roger asserts that Arthur knew what he was
all about, felt due punishment 134

* Hester wants to tell Arthur the truth—How do
you break cycle of hate? How do you learn to
forgive? 134
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Chapter 15

Roger’s effect on environment—poison,
malignant, weeds, bats 137

Hester says worse crime is to marry cold man
than passionate affair 138

Pearl as wild child, as “April breeze” 139-140

Hester lies about meaning of A to Pearl—
wears it for the look 141
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Chapter 16

Reasons why Hester has not visited Arthur in
his study to reveal truth 143

Forest as moral wilderness 144
Sun for Pearl, shadow for Hester 144

Hibbins told Pearl that Hester marked by evil
man of forest 145
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Brook as reflector and speaker of stories,
embodies Pearl 146

Chapter 17

Scene of reunion—out of touch, so removed,
edge of dream, death 150

Dimmesdale as calling his own bluff—sees self
as a fraud 151

Revelation of Roger—Note Hester initially
wanted Arthur to suffer 152
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* Hester seeks forgiveness and worries about
Arthur’s reaction 153

* Roger = worst sinner = intentional destruction
of another 153

* Hester suggests that they bolt 154
— Arthur does not want to leave post
— Hester says there is still time to quit false
life
— Arthur prepared to die
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Chapter 18

Hester used to wilderness, own code and
values = shame, despair, solitude = emerged
independent and strong 157

Metonym = “clerical band,” “judicial robe”

Arthur = prisoner of duty and morals, feels
criminal and hypocritical 158
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* Arthur decides to go = see reaction on 157

* Hester rips off letter, lets down hair, sun bursts
through—Nature beyond human law 159

* Child and nature as one = love as light = Pearl
as connected to animals and forest 160



