
Scarlet Letter 

Chapter 19-End 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 19 

–Hester and Arthur discuss future with Pearl 

–Brook as boundary between two worlds 

–Pearl’s crazed reaction to Hester—Hint of 
ending 165 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 20 

– Ship in town from Spain 170 

– Election Sermon—Arthur’s swan song 

– Foreshadow technique and Idea of wearing 
masks 170 

–How has Arthur’s perception changed?  

–What is Arthur up to? 171-173 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Arthur and Hibbins encounter 

–What does she say and how does he react? 
174 

• Arthur and Roger encounter 

–What does Arthur say and what does Roger 
suspect? 175 

• Arthur pulls all-nighter to write Election 
Sermon 176 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 21 

–Hester’s looks and dress = Characterization 
177 

–Pearl as emotionally insightful 178 

–Discussion of English heritage as sumptuous 
during the Elizabethan age—we have 
forgotten the art of gayety 180 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Crew of the ship 

– Reference clothing and lifestyle 181 

– Chillingworth talks to Captain 182 

• Chapter 22 

– Procession = Military and Music 186 

– New royalty of new world 186 

– Morbid Intellectuals = furious energy then long 
dormancy 187 

 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
– Hibbins confronts Hester about forest 189 

– Reference tone of Arthur’s speech 

– Discuss scene with Sailor and Pearl 191 

• Chapter 23 

– Reaction of people to Arthur’s speech = pathos 

– Reference Arthur’s condition = spiritual heights / 
physical depths 



The Scarlet Letter 
• What does Arthur do in market space after 

sermon?  

• What is pondered in conclusion?  

• What is the fate of Roger, the “uprooted 
weed?” 

• Debate on hate and love 203 

• What is Pearl’s fate?  

• What role does Hester play? 

 

 


