
Scarlet Letter 

Chapters 7-11 



Puritanism in New England 
• Cape Cod  

• November 1620  

• Mayflower  

• William Bradford 

• Half of 100 colonists dead within months 

• John Smith, Jamestown Virginia 

–1st Settlement 

 

 

 



 



Puritanism in New England 

• Reformation as a victory of true Christianity over 
Roman Catholicism  

• Universe was God-centered  

• Humans inherently sinful and corrupt 

• Humans rescued from damnation only by 
arbitrary divine grace  

• Humans bound to do God's will  

• Study Bible and look for divinity in world 



 



 



 



 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 7  

–Governor Hall 81 

• Why does Hester go—2 reasons? 

• What is role of government in private life? 

–Characterization of Pearl 82-83 

– Irony of Bellingham’s House 83-84 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 8 

– Jump 3 years 89 

–Guests = Bellingham, Wilson, Dimmesdale, and 
Chillingworth 

• Tastes of the guests 87 

• What is Chillingworth’s role? 88 

• Examine tone of Bellingham’s speech 89 

• Notice Roger’s physiognomy on 90  

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 8  

–Hester’s argument 90 

–What is Dimmesdale’s tic? 91 

–What are components of his argument? 91 

–What is plotline hint on 92—see 
Chillingworth’s reaction? 

–Who is Mistress Hibbins? 93—Ref situational 
irony  

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 9 

• What is nature of Dimmesdale and 
Chillingworth’s relationship?  96 

• Why does Chillingworth say that Dimmesdale 
does not care if he dies? 98 

• Why is Dimmesdale drawn to Chillingworth? 99 

• Check out the sentence on 99 



The Scarlet Letter 
• What do friends suggest to Arthur?  

• What does the community think of the situation? 
97, 101 – Great quote on 101 

• Notice the physiognomy of Roger 101 

• Chapter 10 

• Notice imagery of Roger—treasure hunter and 
miner and thief 103 

• Notice the graveyard/weed imagery 104 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• What does Arthur say about why some do not 

reveal their sin? 105 

• Notice the change of Arthur’s tone towards 
Roger on 108 

• Greatest irony of book 109 

• Roger’s sneak peek 109 

 



The Scarlet Letter 
• Chapter 11 

• Describe the motivation and character of Roger 
112 

• Explain Arthur’s “tongue of flame” 113 

–How does he differ from other religious 
leaders? 113 

• What Dimmesdale think of himself? 114 

• What is the fate of the “untrue man?” 115 

 


