She’s the one persan you’d never expect. She’s loud and outgoing, but keeps her true feelings @ N
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e e MY mEmE mambaaoﬁyiq hobbles ancmr J O wmabw s with her cane in her Scho.nr
hidden from fear of rejection. She wants to feel :mmnmn but fears being left and abandoned. She’s S o e T
_——— e e . old, hand,-to use her 3:.%:8 bonus bucks. She does not understand that even though you are
not mo_.mmo:v ' she’d never take your breath away, E: who she is makes her beautiful cm<o=n any " -
T /?.Em ten-dollars, you are also spending another fifty doMars on unnecessary items. That would
understanding. Her eyes reveal who she is, where she's been, Not even she knows where she's going. > e
2 Hennele ] explain her twenty sets of bed mwmaﬁ with matching comforters and hand towels. Every sale or
Her smile says it ali, She's hiding behind it, Em_ﬁ_zm for moamﬁu_um wﬂc_,\ worth s ___\-mw..moﬂ You'd never P o % -
i i : arantee that m; ndma will be there buying multiple of the things she
: guess it,'but she has a a_mmnmsgcﬁ_oo_n on _:w..m:m knows that it should be more. She believes it should mnﬂ_\%u\oz oan & v e vine P
' “ » a In her cluttered
have a reason, a U_mmmﬂ u::uomo She can't define life, but she knows that it shouldn't be like this. She “meeds.” She is so ignorant that she thinks the ltems will never go on sele again. [ o

finds the beauty In the small 5.3? the things that go by unnoticed. Her amﬂgm different pantry you will find at least ten Swwmmm_m same. wma some having expiration dates that are five
thgn most. m:,m/m confusing. >_5ocm: she hasn't had many, she believes in a_a\nﬂ%m\/wﬂ_ ,_U\Em_:zm for : years past. Her unorganized ocm.gm..amm are so full that she carmot tell what she has and what she
: o~ AR E S S .
hers to come along. She’s held down by her m:a_mmm thoughts, but she has hope. She knows that one um&\mmo she will go out and buy more stuff. Her malodorous freezer is an wcmol_mmm;mmmwwﬁon the
e - — -
day she’ll have what she craves. Happiness. She's always expecting the worst but always prepared for ground beef looks like wqmé_uom,ﬁm and the green beans have an .a.xm_mmson date of Uoomﬁwﬂ
” \ the best. She Emu‘mm on be wanted. She desires acceptance but feels love is unachievable. It's hard for wommi%“on‘u% .mimom she just have this stuff at gm\w‘,\nv\\cma she also uses it to make her food. No
,” her to say how m:.m feels, so she writes it, and even then she struggles to find the right words. She feels \A\.,.\‘%Ema her food always has a weird, indescribable after 8@8. Her magmo_a&aou have to
unexplainable She looks simple minded, and she's easil Judged, but she's quickly misunderstood. convince her that after three anm\oammﬂa oE“&N canes, it is time to buy new ones so
She’s not simple, her past lingers over her head as a heavy burden. Her _um& :mm <m~ to remain in :ma —_—

people can actually eat them without breaking EQMM%W Her ogwmd\wﬁimnnmm moom uoﬁ just

deal with food; she also reuses her boxes and bags for presents. Every time she m:am outa

present, she puts money in 2 small jewelry box and then in a bag. All of her grandchildren, which

\ -
m .m « m .m consists of about twenty, wﬁ their name on %m box mbm cmm. Once we open the present we give
& .m ﬂ : B - T~ i v o .
Y ) | - R~
w M [ .W. ,.m I sit next ti omr Mh@wM piano bench, omnnmE% going over Eo notes as she watches my fingers.
P2
m _ » . m ; W Her dark brown, wavy hair falls over one shoulder, and her deep brown eyes study the pattern of
LRl 2 - R
8 M m 4 ‘ I the keys. She pushes her square checkered mymmmom up a little more on her face, m_r._.EmEnnm and
: HER R e
.m J .,..m . .m i then carefully places her small olive hands on the keys, ﬂEAEm to play. Once she plays mnn
=2 -
g8;. £ L
..M. m ; N l whole page through successfully, she turns and nmmwﬁm a vnm.E vnwnm?mmmwm mﬂu mﬁ me, pleased
g E N cesf

1o have gotten the notes right. For the next few minutes, I teach her the beginning pages of

8 g
M .m i 7 " Taylor mﬁ@@o% on Eo Emuo ‘When we finally get all the way through, she seems
V M \ W mﬁwnmnM\Emﬁ she can play it so well. mEnw in the insecurities that come with puberty and middle
.w M _ school, Leah does not believe that she is moma at piano. I try to convince her otherwise, saying .w.
“m lm.w.»w\a\olﬁw amazing to be able to play two pages almost perfectly in only a week, but she has a hard
nm ' time feeling good about _pnnmﬂh She also tells me that mw.o is not good at math,.or science, even

s

though she gets high A’s on all her math tests and won first and second place at a science
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The crowd rises at the first glimpse of the performer and applause emerges
filled

e

‘ , comparing ro_.moﬁ to her older siblings. She feels overshadowed by our Woooaﬁrmgmamu and

Keith begins playing and from the first stick stroke he has stopped the rhythm of time and
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seasoned veteran of the craft. To someone who has never heard of Keith, they might look
second-guess to be a musical professional. With his parted haircut, average looking face,
the snare facing away from him. He towers over the set with a mastery that puts the shells
into submission to get as much sound out as possible. His face and his emotions pour like

the idle chattering like a wave falling from the séa. Keith Carlock walks onto the stage

at him as an odd looking young adult somewhere in his twenfies; someone you would not
his single ear piercing, and medivm-sized frame, he could seem to be an odd individual.
But visual first impressions hardly matter to the blind eye and the listening ear. As he
picks up the wood sticks, there is an occasional outburst from a fearless, excited
individial ready to envelope himself or herself in the solo that would ensue momentarily.
captured the gudience into his own, ready to take the willing ear into a new breed of
journey. He builds the solo, face growing grotesque with intensity and arms flying with a
strikes the visual of his playing is how physical of a player he is, with his fine tuned
posture of the body and oddly positioned drum kit; with his toms parallel to the floor and

and prepares to take his throne, his rightful place, behind his pri

e

,how much character can be portrayed through a pair o

style all his own, ready to put his mark onf

‘The room is
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'} By her :u piercing and four tattoos, you would think she would be menacing in some way.

But she insists that those things are just for mEH and self- -expression. And, s&g a person
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really thinks about the actual E:oomwmh owl, and octopus, a chameleon, and a constellation
— AN
of four starg,-he/she tends to believe this same thing. When she is constantly doing new
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VM&:@ with hair and makeup, one gets the impression that she is indecisive. But she says that
she simply likes experimenting with new things. When someone finds that she is in

cosmetics school, ro\mw@ understands this as well. And, when she receives a comment ob her

"odd fashion mobmo she explains that her hobby is ocﬁbm up &oﬁmm to make them more

interesting, mbn all mﬁnmnoEbm looks finally relax into contented expressions. But, this is

only the person seen by the public at first glance. Inside, there is always doubt BE nommasq

She doesn’t truly wmrn,\m in w@amnﬁ. She just doesn’t want to be judged, because woé others
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view her is all that matters. She must have friends; she .mwmm,m be needed. But; this aititudesis

R

the-thinpthat always &28 those who get close enough to see E&ﬁ Once people see this,

v.v:.a

they also see the o_ozm 9& is &émwm over wmw head A‘ﬂo attitude thatsis lurking Emﬁ beneath
the surface. They try to help, try to cheer her up. But this only sets her off. They always teil
her she should #y. She hates that word. Try to get a better job. Try to work harder in school.

Try to find better friends. She tells them she has #ried. But, this is one lie people don’t

Hucmrﬁm his _uan&a mnﬁbmm glasses ».wnﬁwﬁ up his Eubm.bﬁn nose, the Onmmn WﬁEm widely up at

our calculus teachet. “Yes I feel as if I've been waiting for trapezoidal i Eﬁmm.npﬁon of functions for
TR

my entire lifel” The entire class laughs, though not unkindly, at Geek, who obviously takes great

delight in all the attention. He leans back in the desk, arms crossed and long legs stretched out,

nn:\&own& in baggy, washed-out blue jeans and a faded red t-shirt. His hair isn’t just the mnNqu mo of

a mnnnnog.xn& netd —it’s a plethora of ?.Ndm tightly c ncmmm Eunw springs squiggling outward into

J

space, nnnnnrbm a m&n face, an mbm.&B“ jaw, and energetic blue eyes. Although we met in elementary

school, T have never known Geek well; fortunately, howevet, his garrulousness E._m mﬁmﬁv /@S
0

petsonality are entertaining now, tather than irritating as I had remembered them nine yeats ago.
- .
“] think we may need tasess to keep you from going overboard on the talking,” chuckles the

_teachet good-naturedly. .

ol

.‘k “Ooh! Can they be pink ones?” exclaims Geelk excitedly, his too-toud voice rocketing !
through words faster than the speed of light. “That would be so cooll” Even in such a silly subject as

pink taser guns, his entire being seems to Hw&m.w_mw@hr E.H..MOH FPmEbm each and n<nunw, www than 1 -
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wrll hrohable ever feel in a lifetime.

H;wuw& Amway guy always has a mmbﬁmco ouwon..E:Q “for %o@ ®o<o= ifit

conflicts with the nou.no?sza anm from last smn_n For example, E.&Em arocketona ann and

lighting it. For just $50 you can get all anger out s:m— one feline, Ezm you have a healthier marriage

The only catch is that the stunt can't be tried at home, yet for $25.00 more, Amway guy will personally
) {

escort you to his fancy open field, complete with a mini-bar along the treeline, compliments with m mwn
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from Eo_.m_m kitchen. Although his plan is ultimately foiled with the guard dogs of the real property

owners chasing you, Amway man is positive he can get a special deal for bandages somewhere in

Mexico. >E¢<3~ guy secretly makes his living by n:o_nbm naive home-school m_.mmcmﬁm and utilizes
)

e N -
the nights he can't sleep to write out what it would beTike to be Rosie O'Donnell. Popr Amway guy
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never realizes he was adopted and believes that his “mother” saying he's special is a good thing.

Ironically, one of his biggest hits is selling motivational S@nm to beer-bellied truck drivers who keep
e st

litter boxes in their trucks and wonder why Eo% feel socially unaccepted. Regardless of the fact that
(‘.\.\.\\.\‘r\l " .‘l‘.‘l‘lvs..lvlagl

Amway guy is relatively aspergers, he often recognizes a woao:m énﬂmc_:g Emamowm:._omﬁ of the

attendants of the Amway conventions are middie-aged men moEm through their midlife cfisis, desperate

e

women, mba elderly citizens with anEonnP or Alzheimer's. Or both. Despite his surrouridings,
et m—————tr s

Amway guy is constantly superficially optimistic and waves at every passing driver, hoping that they'l

see his giant website plastered along the rusty EEEmb .B.ocba women, >B€mw guy plays it up like he

méQ mmvn at 10 AM sharp, you will see her leave the ‘nouse wm:mﬁ.bnn daily mn.o,moamm. Even

if it’s pouring rain, you will see her barreling u.g the road, clutching her umbrella in one hand,

7/ and &mmmsm her little é_unmrm bag in the other. Even though my eighty- Ebo.v&E.-oE

grandmother appears to be mmm& and weathered, she _uwm the rom.:w and meQ of a woman rm.:.

her age. Friday is fish day. Every mﬂam% you will see my grandmother, a creature of nocaba

——

- hopping on a double decker bus on her weekly errand out to the fishing harbor to pick up moE,o

fresh fish. The boats are filled to the brim with the week catch, with the squawking seagulls

circling overhead, waiting to scoop up a tasty lunch. Almost an hour can go by as she progresses

\\\.l! !{1\
to her usual fish stand, chatting with anyone and everyone she encounters before catching the bus

- back to her house. Her entire day is scripted from the moment she wakes up to her 10:00 PM

bed time. At 10:05 she’s out cold, snoring loudly, with her hearing aid sitting on the nightstand <
“ L

and her false teeth steeping in her sterilizing glass. Even when the violent winds trigger her
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burglar alarm, waking the entire neighborhood, she remains in her routine slumber, unaffected by

blaring noise. Her next door neighbor wearily puts on some shoes and grabs his spare key to her



