
Gatewood’s Classroom 
Huck Finn and 1800s Follow Up Activities  
 
I. In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain creates one of the first American novels to portray the vastness and 
variety of human characters within our country.  In your own daily life you probably encounter a particular person or a 
type of person who you feel is worthy of praise, scorn, parody, or examination.  For this writing activity, you need to 
create a character sketch of one such person or type of persons (eccentric neighbor, angry goth, holiday shopper, mall 
rat, suburban gangsta, yourself).  A good character sketch includes the elements of characterization (looks, dress, 
thoughts, feelings, words, actions), sensory details (sights, sounds, smells, tastes), and literary devices (personification, 
metaphor, kenning, synesthesia).  As you write your sketch, keep your tone (purpose) in mind—use it to guide your 
word choices—do want to mock and criticize, do you want to praise and celebrate, do you want to be formal and 
objective?  Your character sketch should be one extensive paragraph in length.         
 
Twain’s description of Pap 
“He was most fifty, and he looked it.  His hair was long and tangled and greasy, and hung down, and you could see his 
eyes shining through like he was behind vines.  It was all black, no gray; so was his long, mixed-up whiskers.  There 
warn’t no color in his face, where his face showed; it was white; not like another man’s white, but a white to make a 
body sick, a white to make a body’s flesh crawl—a tree-toad white, a fish-belly white.  As for his clothes—just rags, that 
was all.” 
 
Jim Rome’s description of Softball Guy 
Softball guy can’t wait for the weekend to strap on his gear so he can pretend that he is Derek Jeter in game seven of the 
World Series instead of an average right fielder in a coed beer league.  Softball guy gets pumped up to play in order to 
take out the frustrations of his miserable life on other out of shape guys; his anger mostly due to his belief that he would 
be playing on Yankees if weren’t for his high school coach who obviously jammed him and didn’t recognize his talent.  
Softball guys brags that he once pitched against Alex Rodriguez at some tournament when they were ten.  Softball guy is 
young and angry.  He has every piece of gear known to mankind and believes that if he hits .800 in the rec league that 
the bigs will come calling.  Softball guy spends his days at work mulling over line ups and statistics and other game 
analysis.  Softball guy faces aggravated battery on the elderly because he assaulted a seventy-four year old ump because 
softball guy was called out at the plate after his head first slide.      
 
II. You were to annotate Huck Finn for one of three issues—race, class, or religion.  In a short answer response, choose a 
quote from the text that relates to your issue.  Type the full quote before your response so that I know specifically what 
you are working from.  Then identify the speaker, context, and meaning of the quote within your response.  As you 
discuss the quote, be sure to pull from it any important diction and imagery to support your thoughts.  Connect the 
quote to Twain’s take on your chosen issue.     
 
Here is the example from the summer reading to show you what a good response should look like. 
 
In chapter twenty-eight, late in Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath and after the death of Jim Casy, Tom speaks to Ma 
before he must leave the family due to his role in a recent violent altercation.  Tom’s dialogue with her summarizes 
Casy’s transcendental philosophy, his reevaluation of traditional Christianity, his perspective of the religion as more a 
tool of social justice than of moral policing.  In the quote, Tom suggests that as humans we share the common elements 
found in the dirt, rocks, leaves—we are made of the same material stuff.  Therefore, we all have a little bit of the same 
“great big soul” in all of us; we are connected cosmically and organically with one another (570).  He questions then why 
we wish to run from this fact, why we chose to hide behind fences in our sad quiet houses hoarding our private wealth 
when we should share, be as one, help our fellow man, live in the streets with and among one another.  His says that we 
are not “whole” and “good” unless we are “with the rest” (570).  Tom starts to understand Casy’s vision that we are not 
just Okies or Californians or Americans, but we are all members of the human family, and we should respect and 
embrace this truth if we are to truly maximize our potential as individuals, as citizens, as members of all humanity.      
 
 
 



III. The One Sentence Project – Pick one sentence that you have found or created from this semester that has interested 
or informed or entertained you.   Sources of sentences could be:  a quote from the literature, a lyric from a song, a 
sentence from a vocab exercise, a line from an essay.  You need to design something the size of a notecard with your 
sentence on it that we will post in the hallway outside the room.   
 
IV. In his Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin commits himself at age seventeen to leaving home in order to pursue his 
own fortune by his own will.  In Huck Finn, a fourteen year old boy journeys thousands of miles away from home.  In a 
year and a half, you will be embarking on your own life journey, living to achieve the goals and dreams that you have set 
for yourselves.  While such wild and fantastic visions of future promise are exciting, they must be tempered with 
practical realities.  Already this year we have taken a personality test with career matches, and we have written personal 
essays which can be modified and applied to college applications.  Now, in order to prepare for your future, you need to 
research some college and financial information.   
 
Part A 
You must research three colleges of your choice.  For each school, you must find the following information and then 
create a report which outlines and summarizes the following information using the following format. 
   
  Base Statistics:    Get numbers on total enrollment, number applied, percentage  
     accepted scores/gpa needed, annual yearly costs  
 

Degree Program: Get a copy of the program plans for your desired majors 
 
  Housing Options: Get information on dormitory, apartment, fraternity, or sorority  
     housing opportunities.  Only research the option that you wish    
     to pursue.  Find types, locations, and costs of your desire    
     housing option.  
 
  City Demographics: Get information on geography, climate, population,  
     transportation, and key sights/landmarks in the city of each    
     school. 
 
  Summary:  Write a summary which includes your overall impression of and    
     reaction to the school.  Discuss whether it is or is not a viable    
     option at this point.  Also include three positives and three    
     negatives about the school which has led to your final     
     assessment of it as an option for you.   
 
Part B 
After researching three colleges of your choice, you must type a letter in business letter format to the college(s) that 
you now feel you would really like to attend.  The letter needs to express your interest in the school and to request 
information regarding the application process and degree programs of the school.  Please use the format as explained in 
the handout on business letter writing.  You will turn in your letter(s) to me with accompanying addressed and stamped 
envelopes.     
 
Part C 
In order to prepare yourself for the college application process, you need to write a functional resume.  Remember in a 
resume, you must sell yourself to the admissions board or human resources person in a succinct manner.  Long rambling 
resumes do not help your cause.  You need to tightly format and efficiently express your personal information, your 
qualifications, and your references to the school or employer.  This resume obviously will be a work in progress because 
hopefully you will be supplementing it throughout the rest of your high school career.  Please use the one of the formats 
as explained in the handout on resume writing. 
 
 



Your Name 
Your Street Address 
Your City, State, Zip 
 
Date 
 
School Name 
School Department  
School Street Address 
School City, State, Zip 
 
Dear (School Name) Admissions: 
 
Paragraph 1 
Introduce self and purpose of letter 
Ex. My name is Bob Smith, a junior at Shawnee Mission South High School in Overland Park, Kansas.  After beginning the 
college research process, I have developed a great interest in your school.  I am writing to request information regarding 
your application process, degree programs, and general school information.  I would appreciate it very much if you could 
send me these materials.   
 
Paragraph 2 
Quick summary of what you want, a thank you for their time, and your contact information 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  I believe that my course work, test scores, and school 
involvement make me a strong candidate for your school, and I would appreciate receiving the requested information.  
If you have any questions or comments for me, you may reach me at (Phone Number) or at (Email Address).  Thank you 
again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(Your Signature) 
 
Your Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your Name 
Street Address * City, State Zip * Phone 

Email 
 
Education  
 
  School          City, State 
  Graduation Date  
  Title: Club; Title: Club; Title: Club  
 
Experience  
 
Month Year -  Business  (job and volunteer)       City, State  
Month Year Title/Role 
  Duties  
 
Awards  
  Award – Explanation (academic and athletic honors)  
 
Interests    (spotlight any skills you have—computers, languages, certifications) 
 
References  
  Reference Name       Reference Phone 
  Reference Job Title  
  Reference City, State   
      
  Reference Name       Reference Phone 
  Reference Job Title  
  Reference City, State 
 
  Reference Name       Reference Phone 
  Reference Job Title       
  Reference City, State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 
 



 
 



 

FINANCIAL PLANNER      

      

Directions:  For each prompt, research and estimate the per month expenditure.   
   
   

      

Housing and Utilities    Career 1:    

Rent   Salary:    

Gas   Monthly Avg:     

Electricity       

Cable   Career 2:    

Phone   Salary:    

Water  Monthly Avg:    

Trash      

  Career 3:    

Car   Salary:    

Loan Payment   Monthly Avg:     

Insurance       

Gas       

      

Self       

Health Insurance      

Groceries       

Toiletries       

Clothes       

Entertainment        

Restaurants       

      

Minimum Total       

      

Extras       

Gifts       

Car Maintenance       

Home Improvement       

Hobbies/Activities       

Pets      

Appointments       

      

Maximum Total       

 x 12 Months      

Annual Min to Max Total       

      

        



 
 

   

   

   

   

   
 


