The House of the Spirits

Chapters 1-5



Rosa the Beautiful

Build a family tree — del Valle / Trueba

— Look for patterns in family

— Ex. Uncle Marcos and Nicolas 13

“I” Voice — Who is it? 50 years later? 1

Father Restrepo Sermon 3,7

— Vision of Central/South American Catholicism
Severo and Nivea del Valley

— “Of the valley” — mythological origin/creation story
— Role in first feminist movement 6, 66



Rosa the Beautiful

Barrabas imagery/symbolism 18
Esteban’s Voice 20
— Watch for shifts in narration
Esteban and mines 5, 21, 34, 36
— Symbolism of your 20s
— Sweating for a dream, for love
Rosa 22,26 vs. Ferula
— Dream vs. reality
* Where you want to be vs. Where you have been

— Power of love to cut across time, to drive action



Rosa the Beautiful

* Autopsy 27/, 39
— The end of first love / O’Brien’s “Coldness” 33, 36
— Cemetery to Tres Marias = Death to rebirth
* Work through pain / Sweat out the emotion 51

—“Alleviate the grief and rage”of “loss” by
“breaking his back” 51

* “Never is a long time” 36



Tres Marias

Esteban characterization 41
Ferula characterization 42
Role sister and mother

— “Invisible net of guilt and unrepayable debts of
gratitude” 42

— Billy Collins’s “Lanyard” poem
— Cup of coffee anecdote 43
Return to Tres Marias 47-51

— Overgrowth and neglect — “ruins”



Tres Marias

Esteban’s Voice 51
— Patron = Patriarch = Culture of machismo 66
 Strong, violent, control, centralized, impunity 63
* Political process 70
* View of poor — Opposite of Thoreau 64
—Vaucher vs. Pay / Not too educated
* Fertility — Land and offspring 63

— Immediately defends/justifies his actions in his
narratives 51, 54



Tres Marias

 The Garcia Family

— Pedro 53

— Pedro Segundo 61

— Pancha 56, 62, 66
* Class Division 68

— Rich —jazz, cruises, cars, golf, cocaine

— Poor — disease, drought, poverty, disaster
* Transito Soto 68

— Red Lantern to Christopher Columbus

— The 50 Pesos

— “Life is long and full of unexpected twists” 69



Clara the Clairvoyant

* Clara
— Characterization 82, 89
— Age 10 — Vow of silence for 9 years — Announcement
— Youth = dog, magic, stories, field trips 79

— “Best to love her unconditionally and accept her as
she was” 77

— “Charity had no effect on such monumental injustice”
81

e “1”Voice 75 —Who?



Clara the Clairvoyant

e Death of Ester Trueba = Passage of time
— Sketch of city 84
— Sketch of Ferula 87, 94, 109
— Sketch of Ester 88
 Ceremony of the Rings
— Death of Barrabas 91
* Big House on the Corner 93
— New, order, plan vs. old, tangled, reality
— Bed = sailboat on a sea of blue 96
— Dog = rug 97
— Basement as family museum — keep catalogue




Clara the Clairvoyant

e Clara and Ferula and Esteban dynamic 94-96
— Servitude = effacement, suppression
— Unrequited = frustration, impotence 130
* Blanca
— Ugly, hairy, monster, armadillo 101



The Time of the Spirits

Blanca and Pedro Tercero

— Innocent childhood love to romantic teenage love to
transcendent adult love 105

Culture of misogyny

— How women view themselves 106
Pedro Garcia and plague of ants 110-111
Esteban’s voice 112

— Return of Transito Soto

— Cooperative for prostitutes 118

— She will “intervene” and “rescue” the family and their
“memories” 119



The Time of the Spirits

Death of Severo and Nivea

— Clara sees location of mother’s head 122
— Hatbox in the basement 123

The Three Mora Sisters 125

Nana vs. Ferula 127

Esteban vs. Ferula — Her curse 132

Class division

— Esteban’s fortune vs. Poor situation 135
— Charity vs. justice 136



The Time of the Spirits

 Jaime and Nicolas 123, 128, 136
— Jaime — studious, responsible, defender
— Nicolas — spiritual, adventurous, free
 Pedro Tercero
— Father Jose Dulce Maria 137
— Hens vs. Fox story 141
e Death of Pancha
— Role of grandson Esteban Garcia 140



The Lovers

Young poet = Pablo Neruda 143

Blanca — 14 years old 144

— Shift to romantic love with Pedro Tercero 146

— River at dawn with birth of horse = life imagery 146
Ghost of Ferula 148

— Scene of Ferula’s private life 151

— Scene of Clara’s rites of the dead 151

Pedro Tercero — 15 years old 157

— Songs of revolution on his guitar 153, 175

— Sneaking out with Blanca 155-157



The Lovers

e Earthquake (3 years later)
— Esteban crushed then fixed 161
— Death of Nana 162, 167-169
— Clara wakes up from prolonged childhood 164
— Pedro Segundo and Clara 165
— Esteban —cane and phone 166
* Rightvs. Left 172
— Sanchez Brothers
e Blanca and ball of clay 173



Foreshadowing

Socialist running for President 13
Many acts of violence in family 32
Live more than 90 years old 35

O years later before Clara speaks again to announce
marriage to Esteban 39

Granddaughter’s story of class struggle 51



Foreshadowing

Blanca and Pedro Tercero would be curled up
together years later 105

Transito Soto will play a big role in family years later
119

Terrible role of Esteban Garcia in the history of the
family 140

Pedro Tercero will be famous for songs of revolution
153



Magical Realism

Clara foresees Rosa’s death 25

Clara’s powers 77

Pedro Garcia’s cure for the plague of ants 110
Clara sees location of mother’s head 122
Ghost of Ferula 148



Historical Time Cues

Crystal radio set 59 — 1920s

War in Europe 60 —1910s

Automobiles 68 — 1920s

Another war in Europe 162, 171 — 1930s
Telephone 166 —1920s - 1930s



