
One	Flew	Over	the	Cuckoo’s	Nest	

Chapter	1-5	Notes	



Bromden	

•  Bromden	24	
– Unreliable	Narrator	
– Chronic		
– 6’8’’	
– Mute		
–  Janitor		
– Umpqua	Tribe	(Oregon)	
– Papa	11	
–  It’s	the	truth,	even	if	it	didn’t	happen	8	



Acutes	vs.	Chronics	
•  McMurphy	11-13,	22,	45,	

49	
– Hands	–	Concrete	
imagery	25	

–  Bet	73	
•  Billy	Bibbit	68	
•  Harding	20,	44	
•  Cheswick	66	–	

Foreshadowing		
•  MarWni	
•  Scanlon	and	Sefelt	33	

•  Ellis	16	
•  Ruckly	16-17	
•  Ma[erson	17	
•  Old	Pete	43,	51	–	“Tired”	

speech		
•  Big	George	23	



WriWng	Strategies	
•  Anthropomorphism		
– Nurse	Ratched	5	and	Old	Pete	51	

•  Hyperbole	/	Imagery		
– Combine	–	fog,	schedules,	magnets,	wires,	
machinery	15,	28,	31-40,	49	

•  Allusion	
– Christ	Imagery	=	Ellis	nailed	to	wall	16	and	EST	
crown	of	sparks	69	

•  Anecdote	
– Co[on	Mill	38-40	

•  SaWre	
– TherapeuWc	Community	49	



Nurse	Ratched	and	Doctor	Spivey	

•  Hospital	Staff	
– Nurse	Ratched	(“Big	Nurse”)—cruel	mother	
• Ball	cu[er	60	
• Cold	orange,	doll	face,	tool	box,	pocket	watch		

– Dr.	Spivey—impotent	father	
• Weak,	ineffectual,	vicarious	excitement	45	
• QuesWon	of	Demerol	use	63	

– Black	Boys—trained	hatred	



Pecking	Party	

•  Group	meeWng	and	log	book	42	
•  TherapeuWc	community	49	
•  Pecking	party	57	
•  Rabbits	63-67	
•  EST	/	Shock	Shop	69	
•  Taber	28,	34,	40		
– Fear		
– Pressure	and	Wme	=	break	30	

•  Laughter	11-12,	49	


