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South ELA - Mission, Vision, Values, and Goals
Mission

To provide for all 
students consistent, 

high-quality, college and 
career ready curriculum 

and instruction

Vision
To develop close reading 

and critical thinking
To develop writing skills
To develop technological 

literacy
To develop speaking and 

presentation skills

Values
Access to guaranteed, 

viable curriculum
HIgh expectations, voice, 

and respect for all 
students

Authentic assessment and 
individualized feedback

Opportunities for 
collaboration, support, and 

enrichment

Goals
To provide an equitable 

and inclusive 
educational experience 
To provide college and 
career writing, reading, 

speaking, and 
collaborative tasks

To outperform district, 
state, and nation on ACT 

and AP exams
 



South ELA - A History of Excellence

ACT
Outpace State 
and Nation on 
ACT English 
and Reading

AP
Outpace State 
and Nation on 

AP Exams

Capstone
Only SMSD 

School to Offer 
this Signature 

Program

See ELA Students 
of the Year 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QmIj-JsnHXP05gQcT1XHR6XJnhCR5yPn08SbgSmvtbA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QmIj-JsnHXP05gQcT1XHR6XJnhCR5yPn08SbgSmvtbA/edit?usp=sharing


The Story Begins - Your ELA Journey

Core ELA
Pathways to 
Graduation 

Requirements

1

Elective ELA
Experiences for 

Personal 
Enrichment and 

Career 
Development

2

AP Capstone
Opportunities for 

Independent 
Research and 

College 
Preparation 

3



The Story Begins - Your ELA Journey

Elective ELA
See Slide 7

Core ELA
See Slide 6 

AP Capstone
See Slide 8

Resources
See Slide 9 



Core ELA - Pathways to Graduation Requirements
See Welcome Letter for Freshmen Students/Parents

See South ELA Scope and Sequence for Student Experiences
See SMSD Graduation Requirements   

ELA 1 or ELA 1H
Course Code
ELA 1 - 1082

ELA 1H - 1088

1
ELA 2 or ELA 2H

Course Code 
ELA 2 - 1140

ELA 2H - 1144

2

ELA 3 or 
AP English Lang

Course Code
ELA 3 - 1150

AP Lang - 1153

3

 
ELA 4 / AP English 
Lit / College Now 

Course Code
ELA 4 - 1160
AP Lit - 1630 

College Now - 1158 

4

See ELA Course Descriptions See College Now Information

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WBjVXNyBS48UmlXd7YU6F_prVJzRByrX3w4NqTIznBQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugODRrR23tgNrhtzikV0kRTjU8uG_U4t/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xnwmmFVm18jTA-eBjgHY_uN0ZLov_4kj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XM61Ca707Pr7O-cPngLpjgEy1ZckR5Fa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vGyj332Jd2PeT_hA_wH7c-sukz4cBjZ-/view?usp=sharing


Elective ELA - Experiences for Personal Enrichment and Career Development 

Debate/Speech
Course Descriptions
Welcome Letter 
Debate / Competitive 
Speech & Drama
Debate Website
Debate Twitter

1

Broadcast
Course Descriptions 
Video Production 1 and 2  
KSMS YouTube
KSMS Twitter 

3

Journalism
Course Descriptions
Journalism / Newspaper / 
Yearbook
Patriot Twitter
Heritage Twitter
Patriot Website

2

Creative Writing 
Course Descriptions
Writers Workshop / 
Lit Mag / Slam Poetry
Silhouettes Twitter 
Lit Mag Twitter

4

See South Activities Page for More Information

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BaRmNXAEf5_sm8aFMz9PZJOIlReECs8xPfVuXvUmqVY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDKOuSi8WncXXUU9sZqNIUV_VJATGRYM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a6hH_cr77fAqqq0fYnJ_FAShH-7EMJQj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a6hH_cr77fAqqq0fYnJ_FAShH-7EMJQj/view?usp=sharing
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/performing-arts/debate-and-forensics
https://twitter.com/smsdebate
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FngfrCddbvA1y490TQJo-iXOfEi0fVHx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zoUSC6IWz5pD9UsjUTh1eb-n88jYcjQx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVbCCv7tOhApzehuuUeCiZQ
https://twitter.com/southksms
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/journalism
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SYCR4BdQbJBCQ61LEDdVUkIZWOBNzqjH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiutADkVH1j4SEjDT_ad-oHOgQR_rUXw/view?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/SMSPatriot
https://twitter.com/smsheritage
https://smsouthnews.com/tag/the-patriot/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kB_S1TY9a0ogFH57oZP2yb_hqhSBKSuv/view?usp=sharing
https://smsouthnews.com/inscriptions-lit-mag/
https://smsouthnews.com/inscriptions-lit-mag/
https://twitter.com/smssilhouettes
https://twitter.com/smssilhouettes
https://twitter.com/InscriptionsSMS
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities


AP Capstone - Opportunities for Independent Research and College Prep 

Capstone 
Diploma

Earn AP credit while 
developing college-level 
research, writing, and 
presentation skills 
See Program Overview

AP Seminar
An introduction to 
college-level, 
independent research 
for honors elective 
credit 
See Course Overview

AP Research
A yearlong sustained 
research project with 

oral defense for 
faculty panel

See Course Overview 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-seminar-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-seminar
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-research-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-research


South ELA Resources

Core Skills
Key Grammar Terms 
(technical skills)
Key Workplace Skills 
(soft skills)

Graduation Targets
SMSD Graduation 
Requirements
SMS Course Exploration 
KSDE ELA Parent Guide 
SMSD Strategic Plan

Reading Lists 
SMSD Approved Novels

Performance Rubrics
AP Lang Essay Rubrics 
AP Lit Essay Rubrics 
AP Seminar IRR Rubric
AP Seminar IWA Rubric 
AP Seminar TMP Rubric
AP Seminar IMP Rubric
Six Trait Writing Rubric 
 

AP Courses
AP English Language 
AP English Literature

AP Seminar
AP Research

Curriculum Maps
ELA 1 / ELA 2 / 

ELA 3 / ELA 4

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CsQq1rUqwD-0q6k7BJ4mfl5rGFbq8L43/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wPQghIGH21FDosE0Xn1NZ7WJXXIPXUieEXKKqJntK1w/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xnwmmFVm18jTA-eBjgHY_uN0ZLov_4kj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xnwmmFVm18jTA-eBjgHY_uN0ZLov_4kj/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nV8AagRD1bMlYCjV8-W3aKTqpDO6YMVcwYP-aAlK2QU/edit?usp=sharing
https://smsdolc.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/ksde-ela-9-10-parent-guide.pdf
https://bayonetenglish.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/strategic-plan-draft.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xtxbJyAPnuYNgc2qo0mEiwLLxA_1RSL2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L36Pp01m8E_mlBSuLRolgSk8sHnkXLyS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1apTMHO1fhJLprmiYyPm7gindS-HJc9YP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jqmYjveSaMj_KSKFIUlHKPw4PaLVnWa-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cb95InayzRWf5Td9D5Fi_6UeNGgTkP3j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OiYd89f7-4zSWcX1IR6Y6pwGBaISQofQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XG5xHYLzSzQ4HvoAAbyLwSo2EerJDyFM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fKbekB7su09Xan3qz_GmXbKfLeGl5KSe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XG5xHYLzSzQ4HvoAAbyLwSo2EerJDyFM/view?usp=sharing
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-seminar-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-seminar
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-research-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-research
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15VmxD1youn3HsIhF_OWIoyKNzs8IokQA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1opcFPiDicSLfSw0Pp2hyb7fxjbnfQadg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GiMoK-0XYNMKbxw6AUWWTpL-wcBL2dEi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HsS093NGKoSBAkEhpnz5w8hSDOen6Tmn/view?usp=sharing

