
Shawnee Mission South ELA Department

ELA 1 vs. ELA 1 Honors
Welcome to Shawnee Mission South! You now begin your personal and academic journey toward high school graduation

and college/career readiness. We encourage you to maximize your experience by engaging actively and authentically in

South’s many academics, arts, athletics, and activities.

One of your first big high school decisions is whether to take on-level or honors courses. Use these questions as guides

when considering whether to enroll in the ELA Honors/Advanced Placement pathway--

* Do I enjoy participating in English class? * Am I willing to devote 30-45 minutes per night?

* Do I invest time and focus in reading? * Do I enjoy writing, including analysis and argumentative

* Do I manage time and plan projects well? essays?

* Am I eager to learn new vocab and skills? * Did I get a strong A in regular English or an A or B

* Am I comfortable with public speaking? in Advanced English?

* Do I want to enroll in AP English or in the * Have I factored in athletics and activities?

AP Capstone program during * Have I factored in other honors classes/scheduling?

my junior and senior years?

ENGLISH 9 / ELA 1 ENGLISH 9 HONORS / ELA 1 HONORS

Summer Reading: No Summer Reading: No

Writing: Ongoing informal writings Writing: Ongoing informal writings

One formal writing per quarter More than one formal writing

per quarter

Timed, in-class essays for AP practice

Presenting: One individual and/or group Presentations: More than one individual and/or group

presentation per semester presentation per semester

Homework: Several nights per week, Homework: Most nights per week, including

including assigned reading, assigned reading, skill work, test prep,

skill work, and test prep and long-term projects

Key Readings: Anthem, Of Mice and Men, Key Readings: Of Mice and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird,

To Kill a Mockingbird, Animal Farm, The Odyssey,

Animal Farm, The Odyssey, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and

and Romeo and Juliet Romeo and Juliet

Quarterly independent readings

Finals: 15% of semester grade Finals: 20% of semester grade

RESOURCES ELECTIVES CONTACT

KSDE ELA Parent Guide Video Production 1 and 2 / KSMS Travis Gatewood - Department Chair

SMSD Strategic Plan Journalism / Newspaper / Yearbook phone 913.993.7648

SMSD Program of Studies Writers Workshop / Lit Mag / Poetry email travisgatewood@smsd.org

SMSD Curriculum Map Snapshots Debate / Competitive Speech&Drama web www.bayonetenglish.com

AP Language and Composition (JR) Speech / Mock Trial twitter @gwoodEDU

AP Literature and Composition (SR)

AP Capstone Program (JR & SR)

https://smsouth.smsd.org/academics
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/performing-arts
https://smsouth.smsd.org/athletics
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities
https://smsdolc.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/ksde-ela-9-10-parent-guide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FngfrCddbvA1y490TQJo-iXOfEi0fVHx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zoUSC6IWz5pD9UsjUTh1eb-n88jYcjQx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVbCCv7tOhApzehuuUeCiZQ
https://bayonetenglish.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/strategic-plan-draft.pdf
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/journalism
https://smsouthnews.com/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1576793652/smsdorg/vv8c0j8lis7ws0y1p1gp/FinalHSPPG121819.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kB_S1TY9a0ogFH57oZP2yb_hqhSBKSuv/view?usp=sharing
https://smsouthnews.com/inscriptions-lit-mag/
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/performing-arts/silhouettes
mailto:travisgatewood@smsd.org
https://bayonetenglish.com/2016/04/08/curriculum-map-snapshots-2/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BaRmNXAEf5_sm8aFMz9PZJOIlReECs8xPfVuXvUmqVY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.bayonetenglish.com
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://smsouth.smsd.org/activities/performing-arts/debate-and-forensics
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://bayonetenglish.com/capstone/

